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Monday, 30 August 2017 What a gorgeous book it is. Well, it is indeed the first published translation of a Javanese classic, translated into English. What's more, this was done by a group of readers! Yes, members of "The Dilemna Forum", a cultural think tank and bookstore based in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. They managed to put it together, so we can enjoy it. This is, of course, the first translation into
English of a Central Javanese literary masterpiece and the most well-known work of Nyoman Suradman, the creator of Rupa Bima Puisi. Nyoman Suradman I got my hands on this book, a hardback copy from IBP Press, around the time that Nyoman Suradman died. I believe that it was around 2001 when he passed away. I had seen it advertised on the internet. The reason for me buying it was simply
because I was curious to see the book. I never heard of Nyoman Suradman before, but it turned out to be a great find! It cost only $19.99. This translated classic, Dilemna, holds a special place in my heart. My first reaction to this book was a feeling of profound relief. After ten years of studying and reading Indonesian literature, I was faced with the (horror) fact that I had not yet been able to read
Rupa Bima Puisi. My next thought was: "What a bloody shame!" After all, this is where Rupa Bima Puisi was born, in Central Java. The work of Nyoman Suradman was the first to introduce this masterpiece to Indonesia and to the world! I was at this point so overcome with emotion that I couldn't even speak. But then, in another moment of insight, I realized that it was a blessing in disguise. I couldn't
read Rupa Bima Puisi in my mother tongue. I still have to put that reading ambition on hold for a few years! But back to the translated version of Dilemna! I have not read it yet, but I am taking my time and getting acquainted with the story. The fact that it was translated by Yudhita Wuriawan, the founder of the Dilemna Bookshop, really makes me think highly of it. When I first saw this book in the
IBP bookstore, I couldn't 82157476af
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